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The FRESH-Thinking Project 
 

The FRESH-Thinking Project objectives have been to 
critically and comprehensively study the issues 
generic to health care reform and to make the results 

available to a wide audience, including health care stakeholders, policymakers, researchers, 
and the public.  In each of eight two-day workshops, 20-25 experts met to discuss a single set 
of issues such as funding, organization, innovation, and regulation. Victor R. Fuchs, the 
Henry J. Kaiser, Jr., Professor, Emeritus, Stanford University, in the Department of Economics 
and the School of Medicine’s Department of Health Research and Policy, and Ezekiel J. 
Emanuel, former Chair of the Department of Clinical Bioethics at the National Institutes of 
Health,  directed the project.  They were assisted by Alan M. Garber, Director of Stanford's 
Center for Health Policy and Center for Primary Care and Outcomes Research (CHP/PCOR),  
Sharon L. Levine, Associate Executive Director of the Permanente Medical Group,  
Harold S. Luft, Director, Palo Alto Medical Foundation Research Institute, and Steve Shortell, 
Dean of the School of Public Health at UC Berkeley, and by an Advisory Board, chaired by 
Kenneth Arrow, Professor of Economics, Emeritus, Stanford University and Nobel Prize 
winner in Economics. A consensus statement of eight policy recommendations signed by 51 
workshop participants was published in the April 7 issue of Annals of Internal Medicine.   
Workshop papers and commentaries are available at www.fresh-thinking.org.   

  

The project is funded by grants from Blue Shield of California Foundation and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation. 
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The Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research (SIEPR) 

The Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research (SIEPR) is a non-partisan economic policy 
research organization. SIEPR scholars conduct studies on important economic policy issues in 
the United States and other countries. SIEPR’s goal is to inform and advise policymakers and 
the public and to guide their decisions with sound policy analysis. In the course of their  

research, SIEPR faculty train, educate, and support PhD students as future economic policy analysts. 
Founded in 1982, SIEPR unites remarkable economic talent from all parts of Stanford University. SIEPR faculty 
address fundamental economic issues and look for long-term solutions that will influence policy and improve the 
general welfare of society. SIEPR research is communicated to government officials and the general public via 
publications (working papers, policy briefs, website, op-ed pieces, and books), conferences, and congressional 
testimony. This research leads directly to improvements in tax laws, regulatory and trade policy, budgetary 
matters, and many other governmental policies, laws, and decisions. For more information, visit 
http://siepr.stanford.edu. 

 
The Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University 

The Center is dedicated to advancing knowledge about human behavior and fostering 
contributions to society.  Since 1954, the Center has offered a place of sanctuary and 
stimulation for more than 2,000 distinguished scholars to do their best work and interact 
with peers from a rich variety of fields.  Our central aim is to encourage the most 

consequential scholarship possible by facilitating interdisciplinary perspectives, incisive inquiry, integrated 
knowledge and real world applications.  Consistently, the scholarly work and interdisciplinary exchanges taking 
place at the Center have led to the expansion of scholars’ intellectual perspectives and catalyzed the 
development of new ideas and fields of study.  Important theories, books and articles widely considered to be 
groundbreaking works can trace their origin to the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at 

Stanford University.  For additional information, visit www.casbs.org. 

 

Stanford Health Policy 

Stanford Health Policy is the collaborative effort of the Center for Health Policy (CHP) and 
the Center for Primary Care and Outcomes Research (PCOR). We conduct rigorous 
research that lays the foundation for better domestic and international health policy and 
health care. Drawing upon our multidisciplinary research, Stanford Health Policy offers 
innovative educational programs from the undergraduate to the graduate level. Located in 
the heart of Stanford’s campus, Stanford Health Policy is run under the auspices of the 

Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies (CHP) and the Stanford University School of Medicine (PCOR). 
The jointly operated centers were founded in 1998 to engage faculty, staff and students from across Stanford—
including medicine, economics, statistics, business, law, engineering and psychology—in research on health 
policy and clinical practice. In 2009, the two centers adopted the working name Stanford Health Policy. For more 
information, visit www.healthpolicy.stanford.edu. 


